Grounds Inspection of Mechanics Hall

May 20, 2012

Numbers correspond with map annotations. The following list is priority ranked.
1. Three mature trees in very close proximity to the building near the back staircase on the
right side. Branches provide a path for squirrels to get to the roof, roots are probably
undermining structure. Trees have been marked with white paint.
a. Sugar Maple: 16.5” DBH
b. Ash x 2: 13.2” and 16.0” DBH
c. Estimated 400-500 board feet of lumber
2. Fraser Fir, 12.5 DBH, which long ago outlived its status as an ornamental. Tree has been
marked with white paint.
The items listed above are the most pressing in terms of the risk they pose to the structure.
All must be cut down using a bucket truck by licensed professionals. The Fraser Fir is easy to
approach, and can be felled relatively easily. The three hardwoods are at the top of a shallow
slope next to the stairs. Removal will require a bucket truck to drive over the side lawn. It
isn’t certain that the truck will have clearance around the evergreen plantings (item 7), or if
some or all of them will have to be removed to get the truck in position. The existence and
location of a cesspool introduces some uncertainty. If there is a cesspool on the right side of
the building it may obviate access by heavy vehicles.
3. Four mature maples with several “hangers” on the Mechanics Hall side. These trees need
a thorough-to-aggressive delimbing to prevent damage to MH from falling limbs.
An estimate for items 1, 2 and 3 (cutting and removal of material) was obtained by Mickey
Splaine from Clearview Tree Service 2 months ago (on file). We plan to get 1 or 2
additional, informal estimates.
4. Sugar Maple: Requires minor limb work to open up left side of building.
5. Maple, Cherry and Ash samplings and mid-mature trees, none which require immediate
attention. Work can be performed by volunteers; should be done in collaboration with
abutting neighbor.
6. 3 mid-sized trees which appear to be somewhat unhealthy, species unknown. No threat
to MH, but perhaps to Town Line Garage. Should be “trimmed-up” at some point if we
have a bucket truck in the area for other work.
7. 3 evergreen shrubs (spruce?). Three others were removed already as part of the MH
cleanup of April 19th. These shrubs are former ornamental plantings which have gone
wild.
Notes:




Map was prepared freehand and is meant as a general guide.
Lumber value will decrease if wood is contaminated with metal (nails, etc.)
Inspection performed by Geoff Yaglou, Tom Lynch, Mickey Splaine and Mark Fiandaca.

